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Key concepts / vocabulary: 

 

Communication & Language 

We will be spending time building positive relationships with all 

the children in Caterpillar Class. We will trial different communi-

cation and language strategies and spend time observing the 

children as they settle in to Delamere. 

We will be using a total communication approach during all our 

sessions which will include signalong, PODD, Canaan Barrie, PECs 

and intensive interaction. 

The main focus for our attention games session this term will be 

autumn and winter. We will encourage the children to attend for 

short periods of time during our what’s in the bag session. 

Songs we will be singing: Miss Polly had a dolly, finger family 

song, grandmother’s glasses,  

Key vocabulary: Doctor, nurse, hospital, police officer, firefighter, 

grandparents, uncle, auntie, mum, dad, dentist , help, care.  

Physical Development 

Autumn 1: Our PE focus this half term will be Yoga and 

dance massage. The children will be encouraged to copy 

some simple yoga poses and use their body to move in 

different ways. Our dance massage session will be linked 

to people who help us using different music eg ‘help’ by 

the Beatles and ‘we are family’ by Sister Sledge. 

Autumn 2: Our PE focus this half term will be ball 

skills. The children will explore different types of 

balls eg tactile, light up, sound and balls of differ-

ent sizes. They will be encouraged to roll, throw, kick and 

bounce.  

Rebound Therapy will take place during Autumn 2 which is 

a great opportunity to develop physical skills as well as a 

motivational tool for communication.  

 

Literacy 

Autumn 1: 

We enjoy reading for pleasure sessions every day where the 

children will have the opportunity to explore a wide range of 

different texts eg fiction, non-fiction, tactile and topic books.  

Our sensory story this half term will be ‘The People Who Help 

Us’ which is a massage story linked to people who are im-

portant to the children eg doctors, grandparents, dentist etc. 

Autumn 2: 

Our sensory story this half term will be ’There’s a Witch in my 

book’. This is a practical story with elements of drama includ-

ed. We will explore sensory props linked to the story.  

We will also be practising our Christmas performance of 

‘We’re going on a star hunt’. Look out for more information on 

parent mail.  

 

We ask for £10 contribution each half term for 

healthy snacks and   ingredients which are integral to 

our important communication work. All donations to 

class fund are greatly appreciated. 

 



PSED 

We will be spending the first half term building positive 

relationships with the children and getting to know their 

interests, strengths, motivators and areas for develop-

ment.  

Our main focus for the first half term will be extending the 

children’s knowledge and experiences, encouraging the 

children to explore new environments and activities, to 

become more familiar with the adult’s in the room and to 

play alongside their new peers.  

We are keen to work closely with parents so please email 

photographs of things that you have done at the weekend 

or over the holidays and send us regular updates about 

things that your child likes to do at home or any new skills 

that they have acquired.  

Understanding the World 

Autumn 1: Our main theme this half term is ‘People who 

help us’. It would be great if you could email me some 

photos of people who help your child at home eg grand-

parents, carers, physio, siblings or other family members. 

We will be exploring small world equipment linked to peo-

ple who help us eg the hospital, fire station and police 

station.  

Autumn 2: Our main theme this half term will be Magic, 

Witches and Wizards. We will be making different magic 

potions, exploring different sensory media eg slime, gloop 

and jelly and using our sensory room sessions to explore 

light and dark.  

 

 

Mathematics  

Autumn 1: Our main focus for the first half term will be num-

ber. We will be singing lots of number songs and rhymes in-

cluding 5 little ducks, 5 green speckled frogs, 5 little monkey’s 

etc. We will also explore lots of number activities during con-

tinuous provision eg puzzles, bricks, cause and effect toys and 

stacking cups. 

Autumn 2: Our main focus in Maths this half term will be 

‘Shape’. We will  talk about and explore 2D and 3D shapes (for 

example, circles, rectangles, triangles and cuboids) using infor-

mal and mathematical language: ‘sides’, ‘corners’; ‘straight’, 

‘flat’, ‘round.’ 

We will handle a range of different tactile shapes and do some 

shape printing in paints.  

 

Expressive Arts & Design 

Autumn 1: We will be exploring different role play 

resources linked to people who help us eg brushes, 

pretend teeth, hairdressing equipment, doctors kits 

and dressing up clothes. We will also be using large 

boxes to make into emergency vehicles and listening 

to different emergency sounds eg sirens, bells and 

alarms. We will be exploring media and materials 

linked to Autumn eg pine cones, leaves and conkers. 

Autumn 2: Our main focus for this half term will be 

magic, witches and wizards. We will make magic 

wands, witches/wizards hats and explore glow in the 

dark paints. We will be exploring media and materi-

als linked to winter eg ice, pretend snow and pine.  

Key Dates: 

7th September: Meet the team event 

October-Black History Month 

21st October-Break up for half term 

31st October-Inset Day 

2nd November-Parent’s evening 

4th and 7th November-School Photographs 

18th November-Outright Day 

2nd December-Everyone is special day 

9th December-Christmas Jumper Day 

14th December-Christmas Performance  

19th December-Christmas Party Day  

20th December at 2pm-Break up for Christmas 

Home Learning/Equipment needed 

We will be accessing our fantastic outdoor area every day so 

please ensure your child has a sun hat and a labelled bottle of 

sun cream in their bag along with a set of spare clothes in case 

they get wet during water play. As the weather gets colder 

your child will need wellies, puddlesuit, hat, gloves etc (if they 

will tolerate wearing them).  

Splash sessions will take place every Tuesday morning and 

Wednesday afternoon. Don’t forget to send in a full swim kit 

including swim nappy, costume and towel in a waterproof bag. 

We  will send the kit home once it has been used. 

Texts to consider: Real superheroes, people who help us fact 

books, Look Up, Meg and Mog, Witch in the Kitchen, 10 little 

monsters.  


