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Overview

Homework is any other work or activity which pupils are asked to do outside lesson time,
either on their own if possible or with parents/carers. Homework is an extension of their
school work. We also acknowledge the important role of play and free time in a child’s
growth and development

Intent

Our vision, our values and our rights underpin all of our policies and the education we
deliver. Article 3 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child states that:
“The best interests of the child must be a top priority in all decisions that affect children”.
This policy has been created to keep the children at Delamere School safe and happy.

Research over a number of years has shown that relevant homework can make an
important contribution to pupil’s progress at school.

Homework should help to develop an effective partnership between the school and parents
and other carers in pursuing the aims of the school and the development of their child.

Implementation

Homework for pupils at Delamere School includes working on independent life skills such as
dressing, using cutlery and personal hygiene including toileting as well as personalised
learning targets, implementation of Speech Therapy programmes; and learning activities
relating to the curriculum.

Teaching staff recognise that pupils who have spent a busy structured day at school need
time to relax and unwind at the end of the afternoon. We are also mindful of the need to
encourage children to pursue out of-school activities, e.g. swimming, sports, music etc.
Homework should be used to effectively reinforce and/or extend what is learned in school.

Some of the most important areas for parents to work on are;

e Good sleep routines

e Independent toileting

e Acceptance of a healthy, balanced and varied diet.
e Reduced screen time

e Physical activity including time spent outside.

These areas of work can all be started at any age or stage of development. Please speak to
your class teacher for help and advice if needed.



Parents and families can support and reinforce their child’s school learning in the following
ways:

v’ By reading with their child

v’ By supporting their child in their personalised Learning Targets which are shared at
Parents Evening and emailed out termly

v By supporting the class themes and activities which are shared on the termly
newsletters

v’ By supporting their child to use any specific learning strategies shared by class
teachers, Speech and Language Therapists, Physiotherapists; or Occupational
Therapists

Home Reading

The importance of reading at home cannot be over-emphasised and we hope that children
will read for pleasure in their own time in addition to an adult reading to them daily / or
enjoying audio books.

Reading books are provided on an individual basis linked to children’s learning; and may
include a reading book linked to phonics & reading levels; and / or a book to share for
pleasure.

For many of our pupils, sharing a book meaningfully is the goal, even when decoding
isn't possible yet.

Purpose of Reading at Home

Reading at home helps children to:

develop listening and attention

build communication and vocabulary

enjoy stories and books

strengthen relationships with adults

practise phonics when appropriate

Every child can take part — even if they cannot yet read.
What Goes Home

Engagement Steps / Pre-readers

Children take home:

¢ A sharing book (picture book, sensory book, story with strong visuals)
e A communication book prompt sheet with simple guidance

Parents/Carers are asked to:



e Look at the pictures together

¢ Talk about what they see

e Let the child point, touch, turn pages
e Use key words / signs / symbols

e Enjoy the moment

Success looks like: Child engaged, communicating, interacting with an adult.
Early Phonics / ELS Phase 1-2
Children take home:

e One phonics-linked book (decodable if appropriate)
e One sharing book
e ELS sound to practice

Parents/Carers are asked to:

Practise the sound(s)

Read the book to the child

Encourage joining in with repeated phrases

Talk about the pictures

Success looks like: Child recognising sounds, joining in, staying engaged.
Developing Readers (ELS Phase 3+)
Children take home:

e ELS decodable reading book
e Sharing book
e Sounds / tricky words

Parents/Carers are asked to:

e Hear the child read the decodable book
e Practise sounds and tricky words

e Enjoy the sharing book together

Types and amount of homework

Homework provided is bespoke to each individual child.
Once the children have an EHC plan in place, they will receive personalized learning targets
linked to the EHC outcomes. These targets should be co-produced with parents and



classroom staff will provide parents with ideas about ways in which to support the
achievement of these targets at home.

Newsletters are sent home on a termly basis. They will include home learning ideas linked to
the topics covered that term.

Where appropriate, pupils in Key Stage Two will be provided with a log on for Purple Mash
to access at home.

Bespoke resources are sent home for children as appropriate. This may include:
communication boards, social stories, symbols, fine motor packs and many more.

Home visits are offered to support parents in implementing specific strategies to support
learning at home, for example, PECS, visual timetables, establishing routines and other
personalized support that may be requested by a parent.

Impact.

Children who benefit from supportive parents who spend time with them enjoying activities
linked to their stage of development will equally make more progress at school.



